
TECHNICAL ALERT 26-07

Version No. 1

Issue Date 18/09/2026

Statutory Certificate Extensions: Compliance with Convention 
Requirements

TA 26-07 TECHNICAL ALERT Page 1 of 3

1. Purpose
 

1.1. This Technical Alert is issued by the Bahamas Maritime Authority (BMA) to bring 
attention to recent concerns raised by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) 
regarding the inappropriate extension of statutory certificates under international 
conventions. 

1.2. It reminds owners, operators, Masters and Recognised Organisations of the 
requirements governing certificate extensions and the circumstances in which such 
extensions may be granted.

1.3. It highlights concerns regarding the use of statutory certificate extensions in 
circumstances not envisaged by the applicable international conventions and 
associated International Maritime Organization (IMO) guidance and seeks to reduce 
the risk of non-compliance, port State control action and detention of Bahamian ships.

2. Introduction

2.1. The BMA notes the publication of AMSA Marine Notice 2026/01 – Invalid Extensions of 
Statutory Certification1, which highlights instances where vessels have continued 
commercial operations under extended statutory certificates rather than proceeding 
directly to the agreed survey or dry-docking port. 

2.2. Such practices may be inconsistent with the applicable Convention requirements and 
associated IMO guidance governing statutory certificate extensions.

2.3. The BMA considers it appropriate to draw the AMSA Notice to the attention of 
stakeholders, as the principles described are based on existing Convention provisions 
and IMO guidance applicable to all Administrations operating under the Harmonised 
System of Survey and Certification (HSSC).

1 https://www.amsa.gov.au/sites/default/files/invalid-extensions-of-statutory-certification-2026-01.pdf 
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3. AMSA Observations

3.1. According to AMSA, PSC inspections have identified vessels operating under statutory 
certificate extensions that:

i. do not proceed directly to the nominated final cargo discharge port and thereafter 
to the agreed survey or dry-docking port;

ii. continue commercial trading while operating under an extension;
iii. have been granted extensions exceeding the minimum period necessary to 

complete the required surveys; or
iv. require dry-docking surveys but continue operating commercially.

3.2. AMSA states that where certificate extensions are found to have been granted contrary 
to Convention or Code requirements, the vessel may be subject to enforcement action, 
including detention. 

3.3. AMSA states that where a Flag State's appointed Recognised Organisation has issued 
such an extension, the Recognised Organisation may be held responsible for any 
resulting detention.

4. Convention Requirements

4.1. IMO Resolution A.1207(34) Survey Guidelines under the Harmonized System of Survey and 
Certification (HSSC), 20252 provides that extensions should only be granted where 
permitted by the applicable Convention and where it is considered "proper and 
reasonable" to do so. 

4.2. The Resolution indicates that any extension should generally be limited to the 
minimum period necessary to allow the vessel to complete its voyage to a final cargo 
discharge port and thereafter proceed directly to the agreed port where the survey 
and/or dry-docking will be completed.

5. BMA Expectations

5.1. The BMA expects Bahamian ships to comply with the survey periods specified in the 
relevant Conventions.

5.2. Notwithstanding 5.1, the BMA recognises that there are occasions where required 
surveys cannot be carried out as scheduled (e.g. due to unavailability of suitable 

2 
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/AssemblyDocuments/A.1207(34
).pdf 
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shipyard facilities, voyage delays or other exceptional circumstances) and extensions 
are sometimes necessary.

5.3. All requests for statutory certificate extensions shall be fully supported and justified in 
accordance with the applicable Convention provisions and IMO guidance. 

5.4. Extensions should not be used to facilitate continued commercial trading beyond that 
necessary to reach the agreed survey location, nor as a means of deferring statutory 
surveys for operational convenience.

5.5. When seeking an extension, owners and Recognised Organisations should clearly 
demonstrate:

i. why the survey cannot be completed before certificate expiry;
ii. the vessel's intended voyage and discharge arrangements;
iii. the port at which the survey or dry-docking will be completed; and
iv. that the period requested is the minimum necessary to achieve compliance.

5.6. The BMA will assess each application against the provisions of the applicable 
Convention and relevant IMO guidance before agreeing to any extension. Any 
extension granted will normally be limited to the minimum period necessary to allow 
the ship to proceed to a port where the required survey can be completed.

5.7. Owners, operators and Masters should note that the grant of an extension by the BMA 
or one of its Recognised Organisations does not prevent a port State control authority 
from verifying compliance with the applicable Convention requirements and taking 
enforcement action where it considers that an extension has been issued or used 
contrary to those requirements.

6. Validity

6.1. This Technical Alert is valid until further notice.


