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1. Purpose 

1.1. This Notice provides guidance on the interpretation and application of the 
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 1973, as amended 
by the Protocol of 1978 (MARPOL), when operating in waters under the jurisdiction of 
The Commonwealth of The Bahamas (The Bahamas).

1.2. This Notice sets out the position of The Bahamas regarding the application of 
archipelagic baselines established in accordance with the United Nations Conventions 
on the Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS) for the purposes of determining distances from 
land specified in MARPOL.

1.3. Any references to Articles and Regulations in this Information Notice are references to 
MARPOL and UNCLOS unless stated otherwise.

2. Application

2.1. This Notice applies to ships required to comply with the relevant provisions of MARPOL 
when operating in waters under the jurisdiction of The Bahamas and addresses the 
interpretation of distances measured from "the nearest land" for the purposes of 
applying those provisions.

3. Introduction

3.1. The Bahamas is a Party to MARPOL and its six (6) Annexes.

3.2. MARPOL contains a number of provisions that permit certain discharges only at 
specified distances from "the nearest land". The interpretation of that term is 
therefore relevant when determining whether a discharge may lawfully take place.

3.3. As an archipelagic State within the meaning of UNCLOS, The Bahamas has established 
archipelagic baselines in accordance with national legislation and international law. 
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These baselines are used to define the outer limits of the archipelagic waters of The 
Bahamas and form the basis from which other maritime zones are measured.

3.4. For the purposes of applying MARPOL discharge requirements in waters under the 
jurisdiction of The Bahamas, distances measured from "the nearest land" are to be 
determined by reference to the archipelagic baselines of The Bahamas. This 
Information Notice explains the basis for that interpretation.

4. Archipelagic Base Lines

4.1. The base lines for The Bahamas are set out in the Archipelagic Waters and Maritime 
Jurisdiction (Archipelagic Baselines) Order1.

4.2. This Order sets out the geographical coordinates of points which define the 
archipelagic baselines of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas. These baselines 
constitute the outer limits of the archipelagic waters and the inner limits of the 
territorial sea. Article 48 of UNCLOS provides that ‘the breadth of the territorial sea, ... 
shall be measured from archipelagic baselines.’

4.3. The positions of the baselines are provided in Annex 1 of this Notice and the positions 
of the baselines are shown graphically in Annex 2 of this Notice.

5. Application of baselines to MARPOL

5.1. In accordance with Article 46 of UNCLOS, The Bahamas is an archipelagic State and has 
established archipelagic baselines in accordance with UNCLOS and national legislation.

5.2. As an archipelagic State, The Bahamas has archipelagic baselines drawn to enclose its 
archipelagic waters. These baselines form the reference point from which the 
territorial sea, contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone and continental shelf are 
measured. Accordingly, for the purposes of MARPOL, references to "the nearest land" 
are to be interpreted as references to the archipelagic baselines of The Bahamas.

5.3. Accordingly, any discharge that is permitted in MARPOL beyond a specified distance 
“from the nearest land” is the distance from the outside of the baseline; i.e. outside 
the red line shown in Annex 2.

5.4. All parties are expected to apply the above interpretation when conducting any 
discharge permitted under MARPOL within waters under the jurisdiction of The 
Bahamas.

1 Available at: https://laws.bahamas.gov.bs/cms/images/LEGISLATION/SUBORDINATE/2008/2008-0107/2008-0107_2.pdf  

https://laws.bahamas.gov.bs/cms/images/LEGISLATION/SUBORDINATE/2008/2008-0107/2008-0107_2.pdf
https://laws.bahamas.gov.bs/cms/images/LEGISLATION/SUBORDINATE/2008/2008-0107/2008-0107_2.pdf
https://laws.bahamas.gov.bs/cms/images/LEGISLATION/SUBORDINATE/2008/2008-0107/2008-0107_2.pdf
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5.5. This Notice applies solely to the archipelagic baselines of The Bahamas and should not 
be taken as guidance on the application of MARPOL discharge requirements within the 
jurisdiction of any other State.

6. Queries

6.1. Any queries on this Notice may be addressed to tech@bahamasmaritime.com or any 
BMA office.

mailto:tech@bahamasmaritime.com
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Version Description of Revision

1.0 First Issue

1.1 Periodic update

1.2 Update branding

1.3 Periodic review. New para.6

1.4

General review and update of Information Notice. Updated Purpose, Application 
and Introduction sections to clarify the purpose and scope of the Notice and the 
application of MARPOL discharge requirements in Bahamian waters. Revised 
references to archipelagic baselines and their relationship to MARPOL, 
simplified explanatory text, corrected terminology and document references, 
and added clarification that the Notice applies solely to the archipelagic 
baselines of The Bahamas.


