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1. Purpose 

1.1. This Bulletin provides guidance on the application of the International Convention for 
the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 1973, as amended by the Protocol of 1978 
(MARPOL) and United Nations Conventions on the Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS) in 
Bahamian waters.

1.2. Any references to Articles and Regulations in this Information Notice are references to 
MARPOL and UNCLOS unless stated otherwise.

2. Application

2.1. MARPOL applies to all ships engaged in international voyages and:

i. Of 400 gross tonnage and above; or
ii. Of less than 400 gross tonnage, which are certified to carry more than 15 persons, 

including private (non-commercial) yachts

3. Introduction

3.1. The Bahamas is a Party to MARPOL and its six (6) Annexes.

3.2. Questions have arisen over the application of MARPOL in Bahamian waters, with 
respect to archipelagic baselines. This Information Notice is provided to set out The 
Bahamas’ position.

4. Archipelagic Base Lines

4.1. The base lines for The Bahamas are set out in the Archipelagic Waters and Maritime 
Jurisdiction (Archipelagic Baselines) Order, 2008 Ch.282 (S.I.107/2008)1.

1 Available at: http://laws.bahamas.gov.bs/cms/images/LEGISLATION/SUBORDINATE/2008/2008-
0107/ArchipelagicWatersandMaritimeJurisdictionArchipelagicBaselinesOrder_1.pdf 

http://laws.bahamas.gov.bs/cms/images/LEGISLATION/SUBORDINATE/2008/2008-0107/ArchipelagicWatersandMaritimeJurisdictionArchipelagicBaselinesOrder_1.pdf
http://laws.bahamas.gov.bs/cms/images/LEGISLATION/SUBORDINATE/2008/2008-0107/ArchipelagicWatersandMaritimeJurisdictionArchipelagicBaselinesOrder_1.pdf
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4.2. This Order sets out the geographical coordinates of points which define the 
archipelagic baselines of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas. These baselines 
constitute the outer limits of the archipelagic waters and the inner limits of the 
territorial sea. Article 48 of UNCLOS provides that ‘the breadth of the territorial sea, ... 
shall be measured from archipelagic baselines.’

4.3. The positions of the baselines are provided in Annex 1 of this Bulletin.

4.4. The positions of the baselines are shown graphically in Annex 2 of this Bulletin.

5. Application of baselines to MARPOL

5.1. In accordance with Article 46 of UNCLOS, The Bahamas is an archipelagic State, which 
means that it is a State constituted wholly by one or more archipelagos and may 
include other islands. Being an archipelago means that The Bahamas is made up of a 
group of islands, including interconnecting waters and other natural features which 
are so closely interrelated that such islands, waters and other natural features form an 
intrinsic geographical, economic and political entity, or which historically have been 
regarded as such.

5.2. A unique feature of The Bahamas being an archipelagic State is that it has archipelagic 
baselines drawn to enclose its archipelagic waters. It is the archipelagic baselines that 
all of the other maritime zones (i.e. the territorial sea, the contiguous zone, the 
exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf are measured from. As such, the 
term ‘from the nearest land’ used in MARPOL means ‘from the archipelagic baselines’ 
which encloses archipelagic waters.

5.3. Accordingly, any discharge that is permitted in MARPOL beyond a specified distance 
“from the nearest land” is the distance from the outside of the base line; i.e. outside 
the red line shown in Annex 2.

5.4. All Parties are requested to note the above, and comply with the same, when 
conducting any type of discharge within the waters of the Commonwealth of The 
Bahamas.

6. Queries

6.1. Any queries on this Notice may be addressed to tech@bahamasmaritime.com pr any 
BMA office.

mailto:tech@bahamasmaritime.com


Annex 1

IN 02 v 1. 3 BAHAMAS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINES Page 3 of 8



Annex 1

IN 02 v 1. 3 BAHAMAS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINES Page 4 of 8



Annex 1

IN 02 v 1. 3 BAHAMAS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINES Page 5 of 8



Annex 1

IN 02 v 1. 3 BAHAMAS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINES Page 6 of 8



Annex 2

IN 02 v 1. 3 BAHAMAS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINES Page 7 of 8



Revision History

IN 02 v 1. 3 BAHAMAS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINES Page 8 of 8

Version Description of Revision

1.0 First Issue

1.1 Periodic update

1.2 Update branding

1.3 Periodic review. New para.6


