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BMA INFORMATION BULLETIN No.  112  
 

INTERNATIONAL CONVEN TION ON CIVIL LIABIL ITY FOR 
BUNKER OIL POLLUTION DAMAGE  (BUNKERS CONVENTION) 
 

Guidance and I nstructions for Ship -owners, Managers , Masters, 
Bahamas Recognised Organisations and Bahamas Approved Naut ical 
Inspectors  
 
 

 
 
 

1 Introduction  
The Bahamas has recently ratified the Bunkers Convention.  This 
bulletin gives guidance on the implementation of the Convention, 
which enters into force on 21 November 2008. 

 
 
2 Application  

The Convention applies to pollution damage and measures taken to 
prevent or minimise damage, caused by any bunker oil, including 
lubricating oil, on board or originating from the ship. 
 
The Convention applies to all vessels over 1000 gross tonnage.  
Gross tonnage is calculated in accordance with Annex 1, International 
Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 1969. 

 
 
3 Liability Cover  

It is incumbent upon the Registered Owner to obtain insurance or 
financial security in respect of bunker oil pollution damage. 
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3.1 The insurance policy or other financial security must  confirm the 

following: 
 

1. Name of Registered Owner 
 
2. Principal Place of Business of Registered Owner (Note that 

this is not necessarily the same as the registered office of the 
Owner)  

 
3. Name of Insurer or Guarantor 
 
4. Principal Place of Business of Insurer or Guarantor 
 
5. Duration of Security 
 
6. ñCertificate furnished as Evidence of Insurance Pursuant to 

Article 7 of the International Convention on Civil Liability for 
Bunker Oil Pollution Damage, 2001.ò 

 
7. Name of Ship 
 
8. IMO Ship Identification Number 
 
9. Distinctive Numbers/Letters 
 
10. Port of Registry 
 
11. ñThis is to certify that there is in force in respect of the above-

named ship while in above-named ownership a policy of 
insurance satisfying the requirement of Article 7 of the 
International Convention for Civil Liability for Bunker Oil 
Pollution Damage, 2001.ò 

 
All details must be provided in full, in order to expedite processing of 
the Bunker CLC.  Confirmation of cover should be forwarded to BMA 
as soon as possible. 
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4 Certificatio n 
4.1 A certificate (Bunker CLC) will be issued by BMA to confirm each 

vessel is in compliance with the Convention. 
 
4.2 The certificate will be issued in accordance with Article 7 of the 

Convention, upon receipt of proof of insurance or financial security 
from the vesselôs P&I Club or other appropriate financial guarantor. 

 
4.3 Vessels found without a valid original Bunker CLC on board on or after 

21 November 2008 could be subject to detention and/or deficiency. 
 
4.4 Ships which already have appropriate insurance or financial security in 

place should arrange to have proof forwarded to the BMA at the 
earliest opportunity in order to streamline applications for Bunker CLC. 
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