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BMA INFORMATION BULLETIN No.  109  
 

IMO UNIQUE COMPANY AND REGISTERED OWNER 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER SCHEME 

 

Guidance and I nstructions for Ship -owners, Managers , Masters, 
Bahamas Recognised Organisations and Bahamas Approved Nautical 
Inspectors  
 

Note: This Bulletin is to be read in conjunction with IMO Resolution 
 MSC.160(78) 
 

 
1. General  
 
1.1. This Bulletin is intended to give guidance on obtaining and then 

notifying the Bahamas Maritime Authority (BMA) of the Company1 and 
Registered Owner2 Unique Identification Number (Number). 
 

1.2. The Unique Identification Number Scheme (The Scheme) and the 
requirements of SOLAS 1974, as amended, Regulation IX-1/3-1 were 
adopted by the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) at its eightieth 
session.  Details of this Scheme are outlined in Appendix 1. 

 
1.3. The Scheme will be deemed to have been accepted by IMO member 

States on 1 July 2008 and will enter into force on 1 January 2009. 
 
 
2.   Who has to have a Number ? 
 
2.1. A permanent and Unique Number is required to be assigned to all 

Companies and Registered Owners managing any ship of 100 gross 
tonnes and above engaged on international voyages. 

                                                           
1 Company is the entity responsible for the management of the ship in accordance with the 

ISM Code 
 
2 Registered Owner is the person or corporation which has produced evidence of title in 
accordance with the Bahamas Merchant Shippin Act and is recorded on the Certificate of 

Registry 
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2.2. The BMA considers that any vessel or offshore unit which is operating 

outside Bahamian territorial waters, regardless of whether it is operating 
in another Stateôs territorial waters, is engaged on an international 
voyage. 

 
 
3.   How to obtain a Number  
 
3.1. Registered Owners and Companies can obtain their Number directly 

from Lloydôs Register Fairplay (LRF) free of charge.  LRF details are as 
follows: 
 

 Lloydôs Register ï Fairplay Ltd 
 Lombard House 
 3 Princess Way 
 Redhill 
 Surrey RH1 1UP 
 U.K. 
 
 Tel: (+44) 1737 379000 
 Fax: (+44) 1737 379001 
 Email: owners-data-feedback@lrfairplay.com 
 

The LRF website www.imonumbers.lrfairplay.com has a free user 
registration system that allows registered users to look up Numbers as 
well as to request Numbers. 

 
3.2. Numbers can also be obtained by Bahamas Recognised 

Organisations/Recognised Security Organisations. 
 
3.3. The Number consists of seven digits and begins with the letters ñIMOò 

followed by either ñCompanyò or ñRegistered Ownerò, then followed by 
the seven digits, e.g. IMO Company Number 1234567. 

 
3.4. The assigned Number remains with a Company/Registered Owner for 

life.  If there is a merger of Companies, LRF, as a general policy, will 
assign the Number of the larger Company to the new amalgamated 
entity with the Number of the smaller entity being discarded. 
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4. Implementation  
 
4.1. The Bahamas has implemented the Scheme from 07 September 2007.  

Companies and Registered Owners with applicable ships (see 2.1. 
above) are therefore required to notify the BMA of the Numbers 
assigned to them without delay. This early implementation policy is to 
ensure that ships comply with the requirements prior to the date of entry 
into force, i.e. 1 January 2009. 

 
4.2. Prior to 01 January 2009, the BMA will insert the Registered Owner and 

Company Numbers into the Continuous Synopsis Record (CSR) which 
will re-issued. 
 

4.3. If the BMA is notified of the Numbers prior to 1 January 2009 and there 
is no requirement for the CSR to be issued apart from the inclusion of 
the Numbers, this will be issued free of charge except for the courier 
fee.  Otherwise, the applicable charge will be made. 

 
4.4. In accordance with the requirements of SOLAS 1974, as amended, 

Regulation XI-1/3-1, the Registered Owner and Company Numbers will 
be inserted in the following existing certificates at the time of the 
renewal audit by the  Bahamas Recognised Organisations/Recognised 
Security Organisation: 

¶ ISM Code Interim Document of Compliance and  Document of 
  Compliance  

¶ ISM Code Interim  Safety Management Certificate and Safety 
  Management Certificate   

¶ ISPS Code Interim International Ship Security Certificate and  
  International Ship Security Certificate 
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APPENDIX 1  
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