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BMA INFORMATION BULLETIN No. 108  
 

BAHAMAS FLAG STATE ENDORSEMENTS  
 

Guidance and Instructions for Ship -owners, Managers  and their Crewing 
Agents , Masters, Bahamas Recognised Organisations and Bahamas Approved 
Nautical Inspectors  
 
Note: This bulletin replaces the Bahamas Maritime Authority (BMA) guidance 
information concerning "STCW Applications Forms and procedures". 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. Introduction  
 

The International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watch-keeping for Seafarers (STCW 78) was extensively re-written as the 
1995 Amendments to STCW 1978 and led to the creation of the STCW Code. 
All references made in this bulletin relate to the latest edition STCW 
Convention and Code, incorporating the 1995 and all other amendments 
thereto. 

 
The terms ñSTCWò used in these procedures refer to the ñSTCW Convention 
1978, as amended.ò  Please see the Bahamas Maritime Authority (BMA) 
 Information Bulletin No. 30, concerning the use of this terminology.  
 
This Bulletin outlines the BMA procedure and includes the forms for the 
 application and issue of Flag State Endorsements. 

 
2. Application procedure  
  

Applications for Bahamas Flag State Endorsements, as required by STCW, for 
Deck or Engineer Officers and GMDSS Operators, shall be made on the 
application form in Annex 1. This form may also be downloaded from our 
website at www.bahamasmaritime.com.   

http://www.bahamasmaritime.com/Documents/Bulletins/30bulltn.pdf
http://www.bahamasmaritime.com/Documents/Bulletins/30bulltn.pdf
http://www.bahamasmaritime.com/Documents/Bulletins/30bulltn.pdf
http://www.bahamasmaritime.com/
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Applications shall be submitted in hard copy via airmail or courier, by the 
Owners or Managers of the ships on which the seafarers are to be employed. 
In order to assist / facilitate the companies, we may accept applications 
forwarded by the nominated manning agents of the company but the name of 
the company must be mentioned in the application as the company remains 
responsible for the application. 

 
Each application must  include:- 

 

¶ An original application form fully  complet ed for each endorsement 
required.  Separate application forms must be used where Deck Officer 
and GMDSS endorsements are required for the same person. 

 

¶ A clear and legible copy of the appropriate certificate, to be recognised, 
must be sent with each application.   

 
 

¶ A good quality, original and recent, passport style photographs must be 
firmly fixed to each application form with adhesive. 

 

¶ Payment or proof  of payment  must be included with each 
application, to be received by the BMA together with the applicat ion  
form prior to the issue of a CRA (Confirmed Receipt of Application).  

 

¶ Payment must be via company cheque, credit card or bank transfer; 
we regret that the BMA cannot accept personnel cheques. 

 
Failure to follow these guidelines will  result in an  appli cation being 
 severely delayed and possibly rejected.  Bahamas Flag State 
 Endorsements will normally be issued within one month of application; anyone 
 who has not received their Endorsement within one month should contact the 
 BMA Seafarers Documentation Department in London or Nassau to which the 
 application was submitted, as there may be a problem with the application. 
 This will enable the  Company and the BMA to correct any errors or omissions 
 and process the documentation prior to the expiry of the officers CRA, 
 which is only valid for three months. Please refer to the further guidance 
 notes for completing the application form in Annex 2. 

 
Only  extremely urgent applications, (e.g. for seafarers joining a vessel 
imminently) may be submitted by fax together with a letter of explanation and 
payment or proof of payment. A faxed  application will only permit the issue 
of a CRA and shall be followed up with a full application via airmail or courier 
to enable the processing of an Endorsement. Faxed applications shall not be 
submitted as a routine and the BMA reserves the right to reject applications 
from any Company which habitually submits applications by fax. We regret 
that our application policy and financial audit procedures will not permit any 
exceptions.  
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The documents (detailed above) shall be submitted all together  by airmail  or 
courier to:- 

 
The Bahamas Maritime Authority, 
Seafarers Documentation Department, 
120 Old Board Street, 
London, EC2N 1AR, 
United Kingdom. 
 
Or, applications from the USA / Caribbean region shall be submitted to 
the BMA Nassau office:-  
 
The Bahamas Maritime Authority, 
Third Floor 
Manx Corporate Centre, 
West Bay Street,  
PO Box N-4679, 
Nassau, New Providence, 
Bahamas. 

 
The Endorsements issued will be sent by courier or airmail (dependent upon 
World-wide location and at the discretion of the BMA, in order to avoid loss or 
delay in transit) to the address entered on the application form. When it is 
considered necessary by the BMA, or if it has been requested by the 
Company to dispatch Endorsements via courier, then the Company will be 
required to pay the courier charges.   

 
 Enquiries relating to applications should be made to the relevant Seafarers 
Documentation Department in London or Nassau; 
  
 London:- 
 Telephone: - +44 (0) 20 7562 1300 (Switchboard) 
 Fax: -   +44 (0) 20 7614 0660 (Right-Fax) 
 Email: -  stcw@bahamasmaritime.com  
 
 Nassau:- 
 Telephone -  +1- 242 394 3024 
 Fax: -            +1- 242 394 3014 
 Email:    nassau@bahamasmaritime.com  
  

3. Grade and limitations on Bahamas endorsements  
 

In accordance with the provisions of STCW, Bahamas Flag State 
Endorsements will be issued for the same grade as the Appropriate Certificate 
(Certificate of Competency) held by the applicant, and with the same 
limitations, if any. Where an Administration has issued an Appropriate 
Certificate without detailing any limitations, then no limitations will be reflected 
on the Bahamas Flag State Endorsement i.e. the Endorsement will always 
contain the same details as the original Appropriate Certificate. Owners and 
managers shall therefore ensure that their officers hold the correct certificates 
corresponding to all the requirements of STCW. The Bahamas Maritime 

mailto:stcw@bahamasmaritime.com
mailto:nassau@bahamasmaritime.com
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Authority cannot issue Flag State Endorsements for a higher grade than the 
original Appropriate Certificate held. 

 
 Application for an officer with certificate issued under regulation VII will have to 
be submitted separately for deck or engineer officerôs endorsement and pay 
the fees accordingly. BMA does not issue combined endorsement. 

 
 Tanker Endorsement shall be reflected in the Bahamas Flag State 
Endorsement as shown in the original Appropriate Certificate. The BMA 
cannot make entries in the Flag State Endorsement unless they are shown in 
the Appropriate Certificate. Any tanker certificate or endorsement issued as a 
separate paper document do not require recognition endorsement but should 
a company require any additional supporting document from us then it may be 
considered on payment of separate fees. Any document so issued will reflect 
the evidence produced to BMA. 

 
 It is most important that Companies (as defined in STCW regulation I/1.23) 
satisfy themselves as to the validity of the applicantôs Appropriate Certificate 
before  applying for a Bahamas Flag State Endorsement.  In particular, the 
BMA considers that under the provisions of STCW Regulation I/14, it is the 
responsibility of the company to sight the original certificate and obtain 
verification from the issuing authority in case of any doubt. 

 
 
4.  Temporary A uthorisation  
 

 Seafarers are permitted by the BMA, under the provisions of STCW 
Regulation I/10.5, to serve on a Bahamian ship for up to three months with a 
provisional Flag State Endorsement, in the form of a CRA (Confirmed Receipt 
of Application), provided that:- 

 

¶ They carry a valid, appropriate certificate for their rank. 
 

¶ An application has been received by the BMA for a Bahamas Flag 
State Endorsement, under the provisions of STCW I/10.5 and the CRA 
has been issued by fax, to the seafarer by the BMA, via the Company. 

 

¶ Payment has been received by the BMA via company cheque, credit 
card or bank transfer. 

 
 A correct application will be acknowledged by the BMA with a faxed CRA 
 within two working days of receipt. The CRA document will be faxed to the 
 Company address / fax number, as advised on the application form. 
 Applicants who have not received a CRA or response within one week of 
 submission should contact the BMA office to which they submitted the 
 application, as there may be a problem with the submitted application. The 
 CRA document will be valid for three months from its date of issue. The 
 CRA must be available for  inspection onboard the vessel when the  seafarer 
 joins.  

 



   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 - 5 - 

5. Medical certificates  
 

 All seafarers are required to hold a valid medical certificate while serving on a 
Bahamian registered ship. It is the responsibility of the Company, in 
accordance with STCW Regulation I/14, to ensure that seafarersô are 
medically fit and that the Seafarers Medical Certificate is available for 
inspection on board ship. Copies of medical certificates should not be 
submitted with Endorsement applications. Please see BMA Information 
Bulletin No 103, for further guidance. 
 

6. Fees & Payment  
 

 Details of the currently applicable fees for the issue of a Bahamas Flag State 
 Endorsement are published within BMA Information Bulletin No.81. 

 
 Fees may be paid by company cheque (drawn on a UK or US bank), bankers 
 draft, bank transfer, company draw down account or credit card, so that the 
 BMA receives the full fee quoted above for each certificate, prior to issue. 
 
Please note that the BMA will not  issue an "invoice" prior to receipt of 
payment. If required, these procedures and the fees as stipulated in BMA 
Information Bulletin No. 81 can be utilized as the invoice. The BMA will issue a 
"receipt" for all payments received. All bank transfer charges are to be covered 
by the applicant Company.  Please do not send cash or personnel cheques by 
post.  

 
A Comp any draw dow n account for payment of Flag State Endorsement  
fees may be established with the BMA upon request  and is the 
recommended method of payment , to facilitate the application process 
for all parties concerned.  Our financial audit procedures will not permit the 
issue of any documentation without receipt of payment. A company which has 
established a draw down account with the BMA will benefit from the issue of 
documentation upon receipt of the application, without the necessary financial 
checks having to take place prior to issue of the CRA. 

 
 Payments by bank transfer should be made to the following account:: 

 Bank:   Barclays Bank PLC 
 Branch:  Hanover Square, London 
 Sort Code:  20 36 47 
 Account Number: 58053733 (for US dollar payments only) 
 Account Number: 20581038 (for Sterling payments only) 
 Account Number: 78651211 (for Euro payments only) 
 Swift Code:  BARC GB 22 

 
For Applications forwarded to BMA Office at Nassau:  

 Bank:   First Caribbean International Bank 
 Branch:  Shirley Street Branch, Nassau, Bahamas 
 Swift Code:  FCIBBSNS 
 CHIPS UID:  071448 
 Account Number: 3012713 (US$ only) 

   

http://www.bahamasmaritime.com/Documents/Bulletins/103bulltn.pdf
http://www.bahamasmaritime.com/Documents/Bulletins/103bulltn.pdf
http://www.bahamasmaritime.com/Documents/Bulletins/81bulltn.pdf
http://www.bahamasmaritime.com/Documents/Bulletins/81bulltn.pdf
http://www.bahamasmaritime.com/Documents/Bulletins/81bulltn.pdf
http://www.bahamasmaritime.com/Documents/Bulletins/81bulltn.pdf
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7. Appropriate Certificates recognised by The Bahamas Maritime Authority  
 

 Bahamas Flag State Endorsements, as required by STCW Regulation I/10, 
will be issued in recognition of Mastersô and Officersô appropriate certificates 
issued by any country listed in Annex 3. This list will be amended as the 
training regimes of countries are approved and agreements between the 
Bahamas and those countries are established. 

 
8. Validity of  Bahamas  Endorsements  
 

 It should also be noted that all Bahamas Flag State Endorsements will bear 
the same validity as the appropriate certificates to which they refer. If the 
applicantôs certificate is due to expire within, for example, a few months time, 
the endorsement will also expire at the same time and any subsequent re-
issue will require a full application, as specified within these procedures. 
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The Bahamas Maritime Authority 
Annex 1 - Application for Flag State Endorsement  

SECTION  1 ï Particulars of seafarer  

1. Surname / family name  
7. Passport style 
photograph   

2 .Give / other names 

3. Date of birth 

4. Place of birth 

5. Nationality 

6. Number of any previous Bahamas Endorsement or Certificate 

SECTION  2 - Certificate held  

8. Grade of 
Certificate  
PLEASE INDICATE 
ONLY ONE 
 

Master Chief Mate 
Officer in Charge of a 

Navigation Watch 

Chief Engineer Second Engineer 
Officer in Charge of an 

Engineering Watch. 

GMDSS GOC (General) GMDSS ROC (Restricted) 

9. Issuing government 10. Number 
 

11. Date of expiry 

12. Give details: If tanker endorsement is required  
(refer BMA Information Bulletin No:106 ï provided the officer undertook BMA approved tanker training) 

 

  

SECTION  3 - Particulars of company making application  
(Complete this section on EVERY application) 

13. Name of (ISM) company 

14. Company name and postal address to which the Endorsement / Certificate will be sent:- 

15. Name of person who has verified the appropriate certificate and making application:- 
 

16. Have you also verified the validity of the certificate or   
licence with the issuing authority? 

YES NO 

17. Telephone No. 18. Fax No. 

19. E-mail address 

20. Please indicate  
      method of  payment 

Cheque/bank 
draft 

Bank transfer 
Pre-arranged, 
Draw Down 

account 
Credit card 

SECTION  4 ï Credit Card Details  
(Complete this section, if appropriate, once for each batch of applications) 

21. Name of credit card holder 
 

22. Signature 23. Type of card 

Visa Mastercard Switch Solo 

24. Card number 25. Expiry Date    month / year 

                  £     

SECTION  5 ï for Bahamas Maritime Authority use only  

Receipt number/payment Control Number: 
 

Licence Number: 
 

 

 

http://www.bahamasmaritime.com/Documents/Bulletins/106bulltn.pdf
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. Annex 2  - Guidance on completing the application for an Endorsement 

 
Section 1 ï ALL Sections to be FULLY completed in all cases.  
 

Box 1 - Enter only  the surname or family name of the seafarer as it 
appears on the appropriate certificate held. 

Box 2 - Enter all other names as shown on the appropriate certificate 
held. 

Box 3 - Enter the seafarerôs date of birth 

Box 4 - Enter the seafarerôs place of birth 

Box 5 - Enter the nationality of the seafarer as it appears on the 
appropriate certificate or passport. 

Box 6 - Enter the number of any previous Bahamian endorsement held, if 
known, otherwise leave blank. 

Box 7 - Fix a passport sized photograph (3.5 cm x 4.5 cm) of the seafarer 
in the centre of this box with adhesive. Do not use staples. 
Photographs may be scanned if the form is completed in an 
electronic format. 

  
 
Section 2 ï to be completed in all cases  
 

Box  8 - Indicate ONLY ONE of the following Ranks :  
Master, Chief Mate, Navigational Watch-keeping Officer, Chief 
Engineer, Second Engineer, Engineering Watch-keeping Officer, 
GMDSS General Operator, GMDSS Restricted Operator 

Box  9 - Insert the name of the government or administration that issued 
the appropriate certificate. 

Box 10 - Insert the number of the appropriate certificate. 

Box 11 - Insert the date of expiry of the appropriate certificate. 

Box 12 - Copy of the BMA approved specialised tanker training certificate 
and evidence of service on relevant type of tanker. 
 
Alternatively ï details of shipboard training programme. 
 
Leave BLANK if it is not BMA approved system. 
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Section 3  ï to be completed in all cases:   
 

This section contains details of the company making the application. This 
section must  to be completed on EVERY form , as applications sent in 
together can become separated during the checking and approval process. 

 
Box 13 - Enter the name of the ISM responsible company, on whose behalf 

the application is being submitted. 

Box 14 - Enter the company name and postal address to which the 
Endorsements will be sent. 
 

Box 15 - Enter the name of the person who has verified the appropriate 
certificate, is making the application and can answer any 
questions about the application. 

Box 16 - Please indicate by ñYesò or ñNoò if you have also verified the 
validity of the seafarerôs appropriate certificate with the issuing 
administration. 

Boxes 
17, 18 
and 19 

- Enter the telephone, fax number and email address where we can 
contact the person named in Box 15. 

Box 20 - Please indicate how you will pay for the licences by circling or 
ticking the appropriate box. 

 
Section 4 ï to be completed for payment by credit card only  
 

This section should only be completed if you are paying for endorsements or 
certificates by credit card.  If paying by other means leave this box blank.  
When paying by credit card, you may telephone the card details if you do not 
wish them to appear on the application form. 

 
Box 21 - Enter the name of the credit card holder whose signature appears 

on the card. 

Box 22 - The card holder should sign here. 

Box 23 - Enter the type of credit card.  Only Visa, Mastercard, Switch and 
Solo cards are accepted. 

Box 24 - Enter the number of the card. 

Box 25 - Enter the date of expiry as shown on the card. 

 
Section 5 ï leave blank  
 
This section is for Bahamas Maritime Authority use only and should be left blank. 
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Annex 3 - LIST OF COUNTRIES WITH WHICH THE BAHAMAS HAVE 

CONCLUDED AGREEMENTS FOR RECOGNITION OF CERTIFICATES UNDER 
STCW REGULATION  I/10 (EFFECTIVE; April 2008 ) 

 
 

1. Algeria     36. Jamaica    
2. Argentina     37. Japan 
3. Australia     38. Korea, Republic of 
4. Bangladesh     39. Kuwait 
5. Belgium     40. Latvia 
6. Belize      41. Liberia 
7. Brazil      42. Lithuania 
8. Bulgaria     43. Malaysia 
9. Canada     44. Myanmar 
10. Cape Verde     45. Mexico 
11. Chile      46. Morocco 
12. China      47. Netherlands 
13. Columbia     48. New Zealand 
14. Croatia     49. Norway 
15. Cuba      50. Pakistan 
16. Cyprus     51.Panama 
17. Czech Republic    52. Peru 
18. Denmark (including Faeroes)  53. Philippines 
19. Ecuador     54. Poland 
20. Egypt      55. Portugal 
21. Estonia     56. Romania 
22. Finland     57. Russia 
23. France     58. Singapore 
24. Germany     59. Slovak Republic 
25. Georgia     60. Slovenia 
26. Ghana     61. South Africa 
27. Greece     62. Spain 
28. Hong Kong     63. Sri Lanka 
29. Hungary     64. Sweden 
30. Iceland     65. Switzerland 
31. India      66. Thailand 
32. Indonesia     67. Ukraine 
33. Ireland     68. United Kingdom 
34. Israel      69. Uruguay 
35. Italy      70. USA 
        71. Vanuatu 

72. Viet Nam 
 
  This list is periodically revised as necessary.  


