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BMA INFORMATION BULLETIN 104 
 

ISSUE OF BAHAMAS NATIONAL CERTIFICATES AND ENDORSEMENTS 
 

Guidance and Instructions for Shipowners, Managers, Masters, Bahamas 
Recognised Organisations, Maritime Training Institutes, Bahamas Approved 
Nautical Inspectors and Bahamians seeking a career at sea. 
 

This Bulletin replaces BMA Information Bulletin number 88. 
 

 
 
 This Bulletin gives guidance on Bahamas Certificates and National 

Endorsements which the BMA may issue to seafarers subject to them meeting 
the Authorityôs requirements 

 
 
1 For certification as a Navigational Watch-Rating (Rating forming part of a 

 Navigational watch) under STCW regulation II/4 the applicant shall 
provide the following 
 

¶ proof of identity, age* and nationality 
 

¶ copy of Seafarers Medical Certificate 
 

¶ Certificate of Basic Training (STCW A-VI/1) 
 

¶ evidence of at least 6 months service in the deck department (as a 
trainee rating) of which at least 2 months on duties associated with 
navigational watch-keeping on the bridge under the supervision of a 
certificated deck officer and an assessment report (from the Master of 
the ship or the company) of having met the standards  specified in 
STCW A-II/4 

 
Or  - evidence of at least 3 months service in the deck department (as a 
trainee rating) of which at least 1 month on duties associated with 
navigational watch-keeping on the Bridge under the supervision of a 
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certificated deck officer and of having successfully completed an 
approved course of training equating to STCW A-II/4 

 
 
  
 
2 For certification as a Navigational Watch-keeping Officer (Officer in 

 charge of a Navigational Watch) under STCW regulation II/1 the applicant 
shall provide the following 

 

¶ proof of identity, age* & nationality 
 

¶ copy of Seafarers Medical Certificate 
 

¶ copy of Certificate of Basic Training (STCW A-VI/1) # 
 

¶  evidence of at least 12 months sea-service under an approved 
cadetship training programme (with a record book) with at least 6 
months having been spent on the bridge, on duties associated with 
navigational watch-keeping, under the supervision of a certificated deck 
officer #  

 
  Or evidence of 36 months sea-service in the deck department  
  (with an ISF training record book or similar book issued by the  
  Company) of which, the last one year shall be after obtaining a  
  Navigational  watch-rating certificate  
 

¶ have successfully completed Proficiency in Survival Craft & Rescue 
Boat (PSC&RB), Advanced Fire-fighting(AFF) and Medical First-Aid 
(MFA) # 

 

¶ Have obtained GMDSS-GOC #   
 

¶ a certificate from an approved training centre of having successfully 
completed a course of study equating to STCW A-II/1  meeting the 
required standards. The certificate shall also make reference to Radar-
ARPA, ECDIS and Bridge Team-work/ Bridge  Resource Management, 
being covered within the course or separately #   

 

¶ items marked with # may be replaced by a single letter from the USCG/ 
Transport Canada that the candidate has met the standards required for 
issue of similar certificate in the USA/ Canada. It is because these 
countries do not issue certificates (under regulations II, III, IV and VII) to 
non-nationals.  
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3 For certification as Chief Mate (unrestricted) under STCW regulation 
II/2 the applicant shall provide the following 

  

¶ proof of identity and nationality 
 

¶ copy of Seafarers Medical Certificate 
 

¶ evidence of having obtained a navigational watch-keeping officerôs 
certificate (under STCW II/1) 

 

¶ performed at least 12 months sea-service since obtaining a STCW II/1 
certificate # 

 

¶ have successfully completed/ obtained (PMC) Proficiency in Medical 
Care (STCW VI/4.2)  # 

 

¶ a certificate from an approved institute/ training centre of having 
successfully completed a course of study equating to STCW A-II/2 and 
having met the required standards. The certificate should also make a 
reference to training on bridge equipment and facilities including bridge 
team-work or bridge resource management at management level  # 

 

¶ items marked # may be replaced by a letter from the USCG/Transport 
Canada that the candidate has met the standards required for issue of a 
similar certificate in the USA/Canada 

 
4 For certification as Master (unrestricted) under STCW regulation II/2 

the applicant shall provide the following 
 

¶ proof of identity and nationality 
 

¶ copy of Seafarers Medical Certificate 
 

¶ valid Certificate of Proficiency in Medical Care 
 

¶ evidence of having obtained a Chief Mateôs Certificate under STCW 
regulation II/2 

 

¶ at least 36 months sea-service since obtaining STCW II/1 certificate, of 
which at least 12 months since obtaining II/2 certificate for the capacity 
of chief mate. (Reduction of sea-service may be considered by the BMA 
at its own discretion where the seafarer has served at least 12 months 
as chief mate) 
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5 For certification as Officer in Charge of Navigational Watch on ships of 

less than 500 GT on near-coastal voyages under STCW regulation II/3 the 
applicant shall provide the following  

 

¶ proof of identity, age* and nationality 
 

¶ copy of Seafarers Medical Certificate 
 

¶ Certificate of Basic Training (STCW A-VI/1)  # 
 

¶ evidence of special training with 12 months sea-service or 36 months 
sea-service in the deck department, as applicable  # 

 

¶ have successfully completed Proficiency in Survival Craft & Rescue 
boat (PSC&RB), Advanced Fire-fighting (AFF) and Medical First-Aid 
(MFA)  # 

 

¶ have obtained GMDSS-GOC  # 
 

¶ a certificate from an approved training centre of having successfully 
completed a course of study equating to STCW A-II/3 and having met 
the required standards. The certificate must make reference to Radar 
and ECDIS training  # 

 

¶ items marked # may be replaced by a single letter from the USCG/ 
Transport Canada that the candidate has met the standards required for 
issue of a similar certificate in the USA/ Canada. 

 
6 For certification as Master of ships of less than 500 GT on Near-coastal 

voyages under STCW regulation II/3 the applicant shall provide the 
following 

 
A certificate as Officer in Charge of Navigational watch on ships of less 
than 500 GT on Near-coastal voyages under STCW regulation II/3 and 
evidence of having performed at least 12 months sea-service since 
obtaining such certificate  

 
7 For certification as Chief Mate and Master on ships under 3000 GT and 
 as Master on ships under 500 GT on unrestricted voyages 
 

In general, the seafarer will have to meet the same requirements for 
certification under STCW regulation II/2 but restrictions and limitations 
may be endorsed for lack of experience on large ships or lack of 
experience in sailing beyond Near-coastal area 
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8 For certification as Engine-room Watch-rating (Rating forming part of 

Engine-room Watch) under STCW regulation III/4 the applicant shall 
provide the following 

  

¶ proof of identity, age* and nationality 
 

¶ copy of Seafarers Medical Certificate 
 

¶ Certificate of Basic Training (STCW A-VI/1) 
 

¶ evidence of at least 6 months service in the engine department (as a 
trainee rating) of which at least 2 months on duties associated with 
watch-keeping in the engine-room under supervision of a certificated 
engineer officer and an assessment report from the ship or company of 
having met the standards specified in STCW A-III/4 

 
Or evidence of at least 3 months service in the engine department (as a 
trainee rating) of which at least 1 month on duties associated with 
watch-keeping in the engine-room under the supervision of a certificated 
engineer officer and having successfully completed an approved course 
of training equating to STCW A-III/4 

 
9 For certification as Watch-keeping Engineer Officer (Officer in charge of 

an engineering watch) under STCW regulation III/1 the applicant shall 
provide the following  
 

¶ proof of identity, age* and nationality  
 

¶ copy of Seafarers Medical Certificate 
 

¶ have completed an approved course of education and training of at 
least 30 months that shall include 

 
 a) Workshop training (minimum 6 months, dependent upon entry  
 qualification / background) 
 b)  Basic training (STCW A-VI/1)  
 c)  at least 6 months sea-service (with a Record Book) as Cadet 
 Engineer/ Apprentice Engineer/ Assistant Engineer;  
 d)  successful completion of a course equating to STCW A-III/1 and 
 having met the required standards  # 
 

¶ evidence of having obtained Proficiency in Survival Craft & Rescue boat 
(PSC & RB), Advanced Fire-fighting (AFF) and Medical First-Aid (MFA)  
# 
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¶ Items marked # may be replaced by a single letter from the USCG/ 
Transport Canada of having met the standards for issue of a similar 
certificate in the USA/ Canada 

 
 

10 For certification as Second Engineer Officer (unrestricted) under     
STCW regulation III/2 the applicant shall provide the following 

 

¶ proof of identity and nationality 
 

¶ copy of Seafarers Medical Certificate 
 

¶ evidence of having obtained Watch-keeping Engineer Officerôs 
certificate (STCW III/1) 

 

¶ performed at least at least 12 months sea-service as an Engineer 
Officer or Assistant Engineer Officer after obtaining a STCW III/1 
certificate  # 

 

¶ a certificate from an approved institute/ training centre of having 
successfully completed a course of study equating to STCW A-III/2 
meeting the required standards  # 

 

¶ items marked # may be replaced by a letter from the USCG/ Transport 
Canada that the candidate has met the standards required for issue of 
similar certificate in the USA/ Canada 

 
11 For certification as Chief Engineer Officer (unrestricted) under STCW 
 regulation III/2 the applicant shall provide the following  
 

¶ proof of identity and nationality 
 

¶ copy of Seafarers Medical Certificate 
 

¶ evidence of having obtained Second Engineer Officerôs certificate under 
STCW regulation III/2 

 

¶ performed at least 36 months sea-service since obtaining STCW III/1 
certificate of which at least 12 months must be after obtaining a Second 
Engineerôs certificate under STCW regulation III/2; and have served as 
Second Engineer or as Watch-keeping Engineer Officer for a minimum 
period of 12 months. 
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12 For certification as Second Engineer of ships not exceeding 3000 kW in 
propulsion power under STCW regulation III/3 the applicant shall provide 
the following  

 

¶ proof of identity and nationality 
 

¶ copy of Seafarers Medical Certificate 
 

¶ evidence of having obtained Watch-keeping Engineer Officerôs 
certificate under STCW regulation III/1 

 

¶ performed at least 12 months sea-service as a Watch-keeping Engineer 
or Assistant Engineer  # 

 

¶ successfully completed a course of study equivalent to STCW A-III/3 
and met the required standards  # 

 

¶ Items marked # may be replaced by a single letter from the USCG/ 
Transport Canada that the candidate has met the standards  required 
for issue of a similar certificate in the USA/ Canada 

 
13 For certification as Chief Engineer Officer of ships not exceeding 3000kW 

in propulsion power under regulation III/3 the applicant shall provide the 
following 

 

¶ proof of identity and nationality 
 

¶ copy of Seafarers Medical Certificate 
 

¶ evidence of having obtained a Second Engineer Officerôs certificate 
under STCW regulation III/3 

 

¶ performed at least 36 months sea-service since obtaining Watch-
keeping Engineer Officerôs certificate under regulation III/1 of which at 
least 12 months after obtaining Second Engineer Officerôs certificate 
under regulation III/3, shall have served as Second Engineer or Watch-
keeping Engineer Officer for at least 12 months 

 
14 Steam or Gas-turbine endorsement 
 

The certification for engineer officers (STCW regulations III/1, III/2 and 
III/3) is applicable only for motor ships. In order to have the certificate 
endorsed for ñsteamò or ñgas-turbineò the holder will have to 
successfully complete an approved course and serve on a ship with the 
relevant type of machinery for at least 3 months, for familiarisation 
purposes. 
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15 Assessment of qualification & experience for persons with a naval 
 background (as equivalent, under STCW Article IX) 
 

¶ Bahamian nationals with a service background in the Royal 
Bahamas Defence Force (Navy) will have to submit their 
applications with full details of their qualification and experience, 
including a certified summary of sea-service performed on naval 
vessels. 

 

¶  The BMA will evaluate each application on its merit and advise the 
applicant about any further training or courses they may have to 
undertake before they can be issued with an ñAppropriate 
Certificateò for a particular capacity. For all deck officers a minimum 
period of 3 months familiarisation service on a merchant ship and for 
engineer officers a minimum of one month familiarisation service on 
a merchant ship will be required 

 
 
16 Fast track certification scheme for graduate engineers 
 

¶ Bahamas nationals who have obtained a University degree in Marine 
Engineering & Naval Architecture from a reputable university may 
apply for a Watch-keeping Engineer Officerôs certificate, with 
evidence of having performed at least 6 months familiarisation sea-
service on merchant ships of more than 3000 kW propulsion power 
as an Assistant Engineer/ Supernumerary Engineer or at least 9 
months service on a naval ship with more than 3000 kW propulsion 
power. A period of workshop/ shipyard service for familiarisation with 
tools and equipment may be necessary prior to joining a ship  

 

¶ Persons with a degree in mechanical engineering or power 
engineering may also apply, in which case there may be a need for 
extended  workshop training and a longer period of shipboard 
service. Such candidates will also have to meet the requirements of 
STCW chapter VI as applicable, for certification under STCW 
III/1.The BMA will assess each case on its merit and may issue a 
Watch-keeping Engineer Officerôs certificate at its own discretion 

 

¶ Further progression will be through the usual procedure as outlined 
earlier 
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17 Bahamian nationals undertaking maritime training in the USA and 
 Canada 
 

¶ Candidates should bear in mind that the United States and the 
Canadian authorities do not grant their national certificates to non-
nationals. Bahamian nationals will eventually have to seek Bahamian 
certificates. For this reason it is strongly recommended that prospective 
seafarers must study this document and make sure that they meet the 
requirements outlined in the document. They should also produce a 
copy of this document to the training centre or institute in advance of 
undertaking a course of maritime training for their guidance 

 

¶ To avoid any complications, it is strongly recommended that seafarers 
undertake training at a centre duly approved by the USCG or Transport 
Canada. Candidates shall also present themselves at an examination 
centre of the USCG or Transport Canada and obtain a letter of having 
met the standards required, for issue of a similar certificate in the USA/ 
Canada    

 

¶ However, those having completed part of their training in the Bahamas 
may forward to the BMA (instead of presenting themselves to the USCG 
or Transport Canada centres) evidence of all training and service. We 
acknowledge that other administrations may or may not recognise or 
accept Bahamas approved training, at their own discretion 

 
 

 
 * Minimum age for a certificate / endorsement for a defined capacity is 18 
 years.   
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18 Instructions and guidance for issue of Watch-Rating Certificates 
 
 The BMA may issue a Watch-rating Certificate to a rating forming part of 
 navigational watch or an engine-room watch provided  the seafarer can 
 produce evidence of 
 

¶ In the case of a Navigational Watch-rating 
a. be at least 18 years of age 
b. have successfully completed Basic Training (STCW A-VI/1) 
c. have performed at least 6 months sea-service in the deck 

department of which at least 2 months must be on the Bridge, on 
duties associated with navigational watch-keeping under the 
supervision of a certificated deck officer  or 

d. have successfully completed an approved course and at least 3 
months sea-service in the deck department of which at least 1 month 
must be on the Bridge, on duties associated with navigational watch-
keeping under the supervision of a certificated deck officer and  

e. have been assessed on a check-list (Annex-IA) covering the 
syllabus contained in STCW Code A-II/4 and found competent and 
certified by a Company Superintendent (or equivalent) or the Master 
of the vessel 

 

¶ In the case of an Engine-room Watch-rating  
a. be at least 18 years of age  
b. have successfully completed Basic Training (STCW A-VI/1) 
c. have performed at least 6 months sea-service in the engine 

department of which at least 2 months on duties associated with 
engine-room watch-keeping under the supervision of a certificated 
engineer officer  or 

d. have successfully completed an approved course and at least 3 
months sea-service in the engine department of which at least 1 
month on duties associated with engine-room watch-keeping under 
the supervision of a certificated engineer officer and 

e. have been assessed on a check-list (Annex-IIA) covering the 
syllabus contained in STCW Code A-III/4 and found competent and 
certified by a Company Superintendent (or equivalent) or the Chief 
Engineer Officer of the ship 

 
 
 The BMA may issue Watch-rating Certificates in appropriate forms.  
 
 
19 Fees The fees applicable are the same as for other BMA Certificates or 
 Endorsements, please refer to BMA Information Bulletin No. 81. 
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Annex - IA 

 
Form of Assessment of a seafarer for issue of a  

Navigational Watch-Rating Certificate 
 
 
Name of Company: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Details: Tel: ________________________Fax: _______________________ 
 
E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Ship*:_________________________________GT: ________________ ___ 
 
kW: _______________________________ 
 
Name of Seafarer: ____________________________________________________
  
 
Date of Birth: ____________Discharge Book/ Passport Number**:_______________ 
 
*Last or present vessel      **Delete as required 
 
The following check-list is to be used to assess the competence of the seafarer: 
                
1. Has he undertaken the following Basic Training and produced evidence to this effect in original? 

                   
***Please write óYô or óNô as appropriate 

                         ***Yes   ***No 

a. Personal Survival Techniques:    

b. Fire prevention and Fire-fighting;    

c. Elementary First-Aid;    

d. Personal Safety & Social responsibility.    

 
2. Has he undertaken Familiarisation Training? 
 

a. General layout of the ship & escape route;    

b. Emergency escape from Engine-room & other locations;    

c. Location of emergency equipment;    

d. Muster list duties & functions.    

 

3. Steered ship using both Gyro and Magnetic compasses?      

 

4. Steered ship complying with helm orders in English?    

 

5. Changed steering over from automatic pilot to hand steering and vice versa?    
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6. Shown ability to keep a proper look-out by sight and hearing?    

 

7. Shown knowledge of information required to maintain a safe watch?    

 
8. Shown ability to report to the Officer of the Watch in approximate degrees and 

points the position of a light, sound or object? 

     

           

9. Understood shipboard terms, definitions and navigational vocabulary?    

 

10. Shown familiarity with internal communication and alarm systems?    

 
11. Shown ability to understand orders and communicate clearly with the Officer of 

the Watch in matters relating to watch-keeping duties? 

     

 

12. Shown ability to display flag signals as advised by OOW?    

 
13. Shown ability to relieve, maintain and hand-over a watch following accepted 

practices and procedures? 

     

 
14. Shown knowledge of man overboard signal and release of buoy, use of 

pyrotechnic signals carried on board? 

     

 

15. Shown knowledge of the use of EPIRB and SART?    

 
16. Shown knowledge of the avoidance of false- distress alerts and actions to be 

taken to remedy an accidental activation? 

     

 
17. Shown awareness of environmental protection and knowledge of procedures to 

be followed? 

     

 
 
 
 
_________________  ___________  _____________  ___________      
Name of Assessor       Signature            Designation  Date  Stamp 
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Annex ï IIA 
 

Form of Assessment of a seafarer for issue of an  
Engine-Room Watch-Rating Certificate 

 
 

Name of Company: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Ship*: _____________________________GT: ___________________ 
 
kW: ______________________________ 
 
Name of Seafarer: ________________________________________________  
 
Date of Birth: _____________Discharge Book/ Passport Number** _____________ 
 
*Last or present vessel  **Delete as required 
 
The following check-list is to be used to assess the competence of the seafarer: 
                

1. Has s/he undertaken the following Basic Training and produced evidence to this effect in 

original? 
                    ***Yes   ***No 

a. Personal Survival Techniques:    

b. Fire prevention and Fire-fighting;    

c. Elementary First-Aid;    

d. Personal Safety & Social responsibility.    

 
2.      Has s/he undertaken Familiarisation Training? 

 

a. General layout of the ship & escape route;    

b. Emergency escape from Engine-room;    

c. Location of emergency equipment;    

d. Muster list duties & functions.    

 
2. Does s/he have adequate knowledge of machinery & equipment and the terms 

used in machinery spaces? 

 

a. Main Engine    

b. Boilers    

c. Generators    

d. Pumps    
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3. Does s/he have the ability to understand orders and communicate with the Officer 

of the watch in matters relating to watch-keeping  

     

 

4. Is s/he conversant with the use of internal communication?    
 

5. Is s/he familiar with Safe Working Practices?    

6. Does s/he have sufficient knowledge of ER alarm systems, ability to distinguish 

various alarms with special reference    to fire extinguishing gas alarm? 

     

7. Does s/he have basic knowledge of safe operation of boilers, importance of correct 

water level and steam pressure         

     

 

8. Does s/he have the ability to read and note temperature, pressure, r.p.m., etc. 
as required? 

   

 

9. Does s/he have the ability to carry out routine checks and lubrication as 

necessary? 

   

 

10. Does s/he understand various emergencies in the Engine-room    

 

11. Does s/he have knowledge of hand-over / relief procedure?    

 

12. Does s/he understand monitoring over-board discharges? In compliance with 

MARPOL 73/78. 

   

 
13. Does s/he have an awareness of environmental protection and knowledge of 
procedures to be followed? In compliance with MARPOL 73/78. 

     

 
 
 
 
________________      ____________     ______________  ____________         
Name of Assessor    Signature  Designation  Date  
 
 
 Stamp 
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Annex - III 
 

INSTRUCTION & GUIDANCE ON CADET TRAINING PROGRAMME 
 
In order to be eligible to undertake training and assessment leading to an appropriate 
certificate under regulation II/1 or III/1, it will be necessary to meet the following 
requirements 
 
1  Deck Cadet: Candidates should be under 25 years of age at the 
 commencement of training; be medically fit; and hold a GCSE at a Grade not 
 lower than óCô in English, Mathematics and Science/Physics or equivalent.  
 They will be required to undergo an initial training of 3 months in an approved 
 institute that will also include Basic Training (A-VI/1 of STCW95)  
 

They will then have to complete a minimum period of 12 months sea- 
 service (of which at least 6 months must be spent on Navigational 
 Watch-keeping duties under the supervision of certificated officers) as a  
 Deck Cadet during which time the IMO, UK-MNTB, ISF, or equivalent  
 Training Record Book shall be maintained 

 
 The final phase of training shall comprise a period of about 6 months in  
 an approved institute when the Cadet will undertake short ancillary   
 training required under STCW regulation VI and successfully complete  
 the required education, training and assessment under STCW   
 regulation II/1 before an Appropriate Certificate may be issued for the  
 capacity of Officer in Charge of a  Navigational Watch 

 
2 Deck Ratings may also undertake education, training and assessment  
 for an appropriate certificate under STCW II/1 after completing 3 yearsô  
 service in the deck department (of which at least 6 months of the last 12  
 months must be spent on Navigational Watch-keeping duties on the  
 Bridge under the supervision of a certificated deck officer). The rating  
 shall also be required to following the training courses and maintain a  
 Training Record Book, as specified above 
 
3 Engineer Cadet: Candidates should be under 25 years of age at the 
 commencement of training; be medically fit; and hold a GCSE at a Grade not 
 lower than óCô in English, Mathematics and Science/Physics or equivalent.  
 They will be required to undertake an approved initial workshop training of 18 
 months followed by Basic Training as required under STCW A-VI/1. If a 
 Candidate holds óAô levels in Physics and Mathematics or a Diploma in 
 Engineering then the period of shore-based Workshop training may be 
 reduced by 6 months, and in the case of a Degree in Engineering by 12 
 months 




