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BMA INFORMATION BULLETIN No.1

BMA INFORMATION BULLETINS AND BAHAMAS NATIONAL
REQUIREMENTS

Guidance and Instructions for Ship-owners, Managers, Masters, Bahamas
Recognised Organisations and Bahamas Approved Nautical Inspectors

NOTE: This Bulletin supersedes the previous BMA Information Bulletin No. 1
and replaces BMA Information Bulletin no. 36.

1. General

1.1 This Bulletin gives guidance on the availability of information given out by
The Bahamas Maritime Authority regarding:
specific BMA policies and requirements;
interpretation and clarification on Registration, Finance and
Technical matters;
service information and general guidance.

1.2. The Bahamas Maritime Authority (BMA) has a system of Information
Bulletins for the assistance of Owners, Managers, Masters, Recognised
Organisations and Bahamas Approved Nautical Inspectors. This
provides the means for rapid dissemination of instruction, information and
advice.

1.3. The BMA Information Bulletins are individually numbered and identified
by revision number.

1.4. The status of BMA Information Bulletins is as shown on the BMA website
(www.bahamasmaritime.com). Expired, superseded and deleted BMA
Information Bulletins cannot be viewed or downloaded.
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1.5.

1.6.

3.1.

3.2.

4.1.

4.2.
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The BMA Information Bulletins are supplemented by the Bahamas
National Requirements (BNR), which has consolidated previous Bahamas
interpretations and guidance on technical matters as they relate to the
international Conventions and/or Codes. The BNR is also available on
the BMA website.

All these documents are subject to periodical review and may be
amended or updated.

Definitions

For the purpose of BMA Information Bulletins and Bahamas National
Requirements, the following terms are used:
Owner/Ship-owner: The entity as defined in Section 4 of The
Bahamas Merchant Shipping Act,
Company/Manager: The entity responsible for the management
of the ship in accordance with the ISM Code or if the vessel is not
required to comply with the ISM Code, then the entity as defined
in Section 52 of The Bahamas Merchant Shipping Act.

Use and Retention of BMA information

Companies shall ensure that the contents of BMA information documents,
which are relevant to their operations, are incorporated into their safety
management system procedures. Copies of relevant documents, in their
latest revision, shall be retained in Company offices and on board all
Bahamian registered ships and offshore units.

Recognised Organisations and BMA Approved Nautical Inspectors must
ensure that the contents of relevant BMA information documents are
incorporated in their procedures relating to their Bahamas delegation.

Distribution of BMA Information Bulletins

The referenced documents are no longer provided in hard copy and it is
the responsibility of all parties to obtain any required document from the
BMA website shown in paragraph 1.4 above.

Notification of the addition, or revision, of a document is sent by email to
the Designated Person Ashore (for ships to which the ISM Code applies)
or the Manager (as listed on BMA Form 104), Recognised Organisation’s
central contact point and Bahamas Approved Nautical Inspectors. It is
essential that all contact details are kept updated with the BMA.
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